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The children explore diverse materials in order to choose the theme of the project.
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The children suggest the themes of their interest and the teacher writes them 
down on the board.
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The voting is done by the children’s acceptance or not of the idea.
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The children register what they know and what they want to know about the theme.
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Through the computer, children search the answer for their own doubts.
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The students suggest the activities they like and then they vote to decide which is 
the best.
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A four-year-old child writes the list of the materials needed for the conclusion 
activity.
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In order to have the conclusion activity made and, therefore, to have a painting, 
the children went through many stages: they’ve chosen the materials, asked for 
them, bought them and, in the end, painted it.
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To conclude a project about soccer, there is nothing better than visiting Pacaembu.
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The children chose the theme of the next Project after skim-
ming some magazines.
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The reader can 
see here how the 
children in this class 
are ready to face the 
adverse and frustrat-
ing situations, as one 
of the students, even 
after having lost in 
a previous voting 
session, showed per-
sistency and argued 
to convince his col-
leagues to vote for 
his idea.

It’s worth noting that 
the research related 
to the theme of the 
project was very use-
ful to teach science 
and geography, via 
which the students 
could explore several 
concepts related to 
sea creatures and 
their environment.
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The children were 
constantly encour-
aged to reflect, from 
the mode of trans-
port used to how to 
raise the necessary 
funds. It wouldn’t 
be a surprise if one 
of the students 
suggested using a 
helicopter to go to 
the aquarium, and 
the teacher wouldn’t 
reject this proposi-
tion. With that, the 
children would check 
the costs of flying in 
a helicopter, as well 
as the existence of 
heliports near the 
site.
Even the telephone 
calls were made by 
the children them-
selves. Depending on 
their age, they may 
have the teacher’s 
help, by introducing 
the project to the 
person on the other 
end of the phone, so 
that they can under-
stand the school’s 
teaching proposal 
and answer the stu-
dents’ questions.
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The list of materi-
als was an excellent 
opportunity for the 
teacher to work 
reading and writing 
skills. The name given 
to each material had 
to be written on a 
sheet by all children, 
thus allowing them 
to learn from that 
opportunity.

A need generated by 
the project turned 
out as a great op-
portunity to teach 
Math. The students 
were very motivated 
to sell their CDs and 
get the money for 
the trip. Also, they 
realized how impor-
tant it is to make the 
calculations correctly, 
in order to estab-
lish the CDs’ sale 
price. Therefore, the 
teacher had every-
body’s attention to 
apply her techniques 
of teaching Math.
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The project is a 
controlled reflection 
of life. The students 
are presented with 
the same needs 
that we have in our 
life, everyday, both 
professionally and 
personally. Then they 
used their creativity, 
networking, research 
and entrepre-
neurism to solve the 
problems of their 
enterprises.
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Besides the endless 
experiences and 
opportunities to 
learn the contents 
that are required by 
the government, the 
students develop 
skills that will be 
very important in 
their future, such as 
persuasion, commu-
nication, team work, 
creativity, amongst so 
many others, always 
based on experienc-
ing real situations/
problems.

In order to write the list of orders, both literacy and math were 
studied.
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Please note the 
volume of informa-
tion that needed to 
be worked on by 
the students and the 
great opportunity of 
learning was brought 
by the authorization 
request.

In my view, this is the 
greatest advantage of 
the pedagogical work 
through lifelike proj-
ects: the feeling of 
pride achieved when 
the students over-
came the challenges 
and reached their 
goal. This is the great-
est lesson learnt, 
which is believing in 
oneself and realizing 
that dreams are 
within our reach, and 
all we need to do is 
to roll up our sleeves 
and reach them.
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When the children 
are interested in 
the theme, they will 
always be open to 
new challenges and 
lessons.
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Invitation and exhibition, both were made by the students.
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There are so many 
themes. Among 
them are the themes 
of the children’s 
universe, such as 
toys and cartoon 
characters. However, 
during the election of 
the project’s theme, 
we were immensely 
satisfied and sur-
prised to see that the 
“Pokémon” theme 
lost, by many votes, 
to the “Corn Planta-
tion” theme. This 
shows us that we can 
never underestimate 
the children’s inter-
est in the unknown 
and the world that 
is presented before 
them.
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It’s interesting to 
see how much the 
methodology opens 
itself to the child. 
I wonder, would 
all these questions 
and the search for 
answers be possible 
in other educational 
approaches?

Sending a fax, an e-
mail, a letter or using 
the school’s tele-
phone would be a 
novelty for any class 
at the end of the 
pre-school years. But 
to communicate with 
a school thousands 
of kilometers away, 
in another country, is 
even more surprising. 
Think of the benefits 
that this fact brings  
to our students’ 
development.
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Children, after being 
motivated by their 
project, and thinking 
about the mean-
ing of the activities, 
open up and put a 
lot more effort into 
the learning process. 
In this case, Geogra-
phy was the subject 
involved.

The teacher here 
indicates a very 
important aspect. 
The world is increas-
ingly more globalized, 
so we should try 
and develop in our 
children a better 
understanding re-
garding the diversity 
of cultures and the 
differences, similari-
ties and opportuni-
ties that arise from 
sharing experiences 
with other nation-
alities, preferably 
through experiencing 
and living closely to 
these cultures.
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The list of places where corn can be found.

The research 
through the inter-
views generated 
opportunities to 
develop reading and 
writing skills, geogra-
phy and communica-
tion skills.
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In the corn plantation, the children asked questions to the 
producer.

Contrary to the 
Deep Sea Project, 
the Corn Planta-
tion project offered 
opportunities to 
use mathematical 
operations outside 
the financial scope. 
Each project is 
unique, with different 
learning-teaching 
opportunities, which, 
however, allow the 
same concepts to be 
worked. In this case, 
mathematical opera-
tions. 
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Dividing a sheet of paper in seven parts, each part for a teacher 
as if it was the vegetable garden, the children have learned the 
concept of fraction.

The contact with 
specialists and people 
working outside the 
school represent an 
excellent opportu-
nity for the students 
to develop communi-
cation skills and open 
their view beyond 
the school’s gates.
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The teacher’s initia-
tive of bringing a fish 
to the classroom so 
that the students 
could answer their 
questions by them-
selves makes the sub-
ject not only more 
concrete, but also a 
lot more interesting. 
Usually, with the evo-
lution of the lifelike 
projects, the children 
themselves suggest 
this type of activity. 
Thus, especially with 
the younger students, 
it’s key that the 
teacher expose them 
to the most diverse 
possibilities, so that 
they may start to 
see beyond what is 
obvious.
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A simple trip to the 
pet shop can be 
incredibly rich when 
well used, always 
respecting the mean-
ing of what is being 
presented to the 
students and their 
motivation and curi-
osity before, during 
and after the trip.
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When encouraged, 
the entrepreneurial 
spirit comes natu-
rally to children, who 
search for creative 
solutions in order to 
obtain the necessary 
resources to realize 
their enterprise. In 
this case, to sell jelly 
was an ingenuous so-
lution that one of the 
students, of this class 
ageing 2 to 3 years 
old, wisely found.

In the shop, the children solved their doubts and chose a fish 
with certain qualities that could be raised in an aquarium in the 
classroom.
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Before the sale, the students hang advertising posters on the 
walls.

This exposure to 
parents and other 
employees in the 
school encourages 
the children to be-
come more expan-
sive and communica-
tive, as when they are 
anxious to achieve 
their goals, they 
control their shyness 
and start to become 
more interactive 
socially. All these 
aspects will make a 
great difference to 
their future, both 
professionally and 
personally speaking.

Upon realizing the 
countless benefits 
presented by the 
methodology for the 
development of their 
children, the parents 
leave their insecuri-
ties and prejudices 
aside and actively ad-
here to the children’s 
enterprises, perform-
ing a very important 
role, as stimulating 
parties, not only for 
their children, but 
also for the teacher 
and the school as a 
whole.
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The reader should 
pay special atten-
tion to the fact that, 
in this case, as the 
classes were in Eng-
lish, the teacher was 
mostly interested 
in opportunities to 
teach English and the 
cultural characteris-
tics involved.
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Using a map, the children could observe the distance between 
Brazil and The United States.
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It was very interest-
ing to realize the 
huge vocabulary 
that the project 
opened up for us, 
not to mention the 
Geography lesson 
that, though it wasn’t 
one of the teacher’s 
objectives, was pre-
sented in English.

Although the mate-
rial wasn’t necessary 
for the project, the 
children were curi-
ous about the issue. 
As the teacher had 
the students’ interest 
and motivation, and 
their curiosity was 
linked to the project, 
she decided to 
develop the informa-
tion.
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This is a very sig-
nificant case of the 
careful work that the 
teacher should have 
when dealing with 
impossible final proj-
ects. At the time, the 
children were putting 
all their hopes on a 
trip we knew would 
be impossible.
As described in a 
previous chapter, 
this type of situa-
tion, which can cause 
frustration must be 
conducted by the 
teacher in order to 
prepare the children 
for the frustrations 
of life, without losing 
their capacity of per-
sistence, but on the 
contrary, to accept 
impossible things 
that life presents us . 
After all, frustration 
is part of life.
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At this time, it’s 
important to high-
light two interesting 
facts. The first is the 
volume of informa-
tion the students 
are acquiring while 
planning this trip, and 
the clear motivation 
around everything 
they develop. Sev-
eral opportunities to 
teach math, English, 
communication, sci-
ence and geography 
are arising at this 
time.
The second aspect 
deals with frustra-
tion. The readers 
must note that the 
teacher is letting 
them learn the facts 
little by little, and 
that they are realizing 
by themselves that 
the enterprise would 
not be feasible. They 
are not hearing a 
“no” from an adult, 
they are realizing 
through the facts 
that they will not 
be able to travel. As 
everything is being 
done one step at a 
time, and respect-
ing the maturity and 
perception of each 
child, the frustration 
is under control and 
it brings important 
lessons.
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The teacher dealt 
with this frustration 
in the proper way, in 
order to renew the 
children’s entrepre-
neurial and persis-
tent spirit.
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The children drew the castles they were going to build.
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